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White Oak Dauphin and L ebanon County Farm M eetings Slated

W hite Oak will hold two March regional dairy mestings

Thursday, March 5-- 9:30AM t0 1:30 PM
lvan & Elizabeth Kauffman Farm
301 Garden Spot Road, Lykens, PA (Dauphin County)
- DCAD and Fresh Cow M anagement
-- Dr. Dave Kirk, Prince Agri Products
- Cow Comfort
-- Dr. Joy Lenker, Great Creatures Vet Services

Friday, March 6 -- 9:30AM t0 1:30 PM
DaleZimmerman Farm
299 N. Locust Street, Myerstown, PA (Lebanon County)

Producer Spotlight | slstele lFarm

ens, PA

estledin LykensValley in northern Dauphin County,

PA, Hillsde Farmisoperated by |van and Elizabeth
Kauffman. TheKauffmansarethird-generation dairy
farmersand currently milk 58 grade Hol steinswith aherd
averageof 25,671 poundsof milk, 3.9 butterfat and 3.1
protein. Thecowsare milkedina50-cow tiestall barn
with mattressesand tunnel ventilation utilized toimprove
herd comfort. Whilethe Kauffmanshavebeen dairy
farming over the past 13 years, they settled at their
current locationin May 2013.

Corn, dfdfa, and smal grainsfor foragearegrownon
the 95 acrerented farm. Foragesare stored in two stave
silos, ag bagsand aswrapped bailage. Making quality
forageisatop priority for Hillsde Farm. Ivan’smottois
“take care of the cows, and they will take care of you.”
Hissuccessisrootedinthisbelief.

AsaWhite Oak customer, Ivan appreciatesthe attention
to detail and emphasison herd performanceby his
nutritionist Dairy Specialist Steve Snyder. Workingwith
White Oak sinceAugust 2013, the herd average has

- DCAD and Fresh Cow Management
-- Dr. DaveKirk, Prince Agri Products
- Vital 90™ Days
-- Dr. Brian Reed, Agricultural Veterinary Assoc.

Coffee and doughnutswill beserved at 9:30AM. Lunch
will conclude each mesting. Transportationisavailable.
Toregigter for either meeting, please RSV Pto your
White Oak Dairy Specialist. These meetingsare designed
to benefit all dairy producers, so pleasefed freetoinvite
aneighboring dairy. Meanwhile, White Oak isplanning
additional farmmeetingsinApril. Watch for details!

shownanincresse
of 1,900 pounds
of milk, 50 pounds
of fat and 69
poundsof protein.
TheKauffmans
buy White Oak’s
700 Caf Starter
18%, 705 Calf
Grower 16%,
acustom heifer
concentrate, a
custom dry cow
feed aswell asacustom concentrate and top dressfor
themilking herd. Inaddition to the nutrition services, Ivan
saysheenjoysWhite Oak’stimely delivery and
courteous, respectful customer service.

Hillside Farm -- rented and operated
by Ivan and Elizabeth Kauffman

Hillsde Farm will host White Oak’ supcoming annua
farmmeeting on March 5. Ivan and Elizabeth, along with
their seven children (two boysand fivegirls), welcome
you to their farm. White Oak appreciatesthe Kauffmans
willingnessto sharetheir farm with other dairymenfor a
half-day of education and fellowship. #:
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White Oak Adds New Corn Recelving

and Transfer System

system, located onthehill behind the
mill, will allow White Oak to receive
bulk ingredientsmoreefficiently
using two separatereceiving areas.
The project will becompleted by
mid-February. &

hite Oak recently added

300,000 bushelsof grain
storage at its Elizabethtown, PA feed
manufacturing facility andisnow
implementing anew cornreceiving
andtransfer system. Thenew

White Oak’s 300,000 bushels of grain storage and
new corn receiving and transfer system

Transition and the Vital 90™ Days

hedairy cow trangition period

hastraditionally been defined as
the period threeweekspre-calving
to threeweeks post-calving. An
expanded periodincluding theentire
dry period, TheVital 90™ Days --
60 days pre-calving to 30 days
post-calving -- more completely
encompassesthe actual period
when physiologica and nutritional
adjustmentsdetermineif asuccessful
subsequent lactationwill be
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physiologica and metabolic changes

(trangitions) occur during thedairy

cow’sdry and early lactation

periods, including:

- Cessation of milking at dry-off

- Environment and ration changes

- Repidfeta growth

- Declinein dry matter intakejust
priortocaving

- Initiation of colostrum production

- Hormonal changes, including
declining progesteroneandrising
estrogen blood levels

- Theprocessof giving birth

- Rapidincreaseinmilk production

Alongwith physiologica adjustments
associated withtrangition, energy
requirementsessentially doubleat
thetimeof calving. Thephysiologic

and metabolic changesoccurring
duringtrangtion aso negatively
affectimmunefunctioninthe
transition cow.

Disease conditionsthat occur inthe
first 30 daysof lactation often result
from physiological changesand
management decisionsmadeduring
the prior 60 days. These diseases
includethoseassociated with
negative energy balanceor immune
N suppression. Common transition
| cow diseaseconditions

~/ associatedwithimmune
suppressionincluderetained
placenta, metritis, and madtitis.
Those associated with excessive
negative energy balanceinclude
displaced abomasum, ketosis, and
ovarian dysfunction (cysticovarian
disease or prolonged anestrus).

Dairy producersexpend consider-
abletimeandfinancia resourcesin
an attempt to assurethat the dairy
cow hasasuccessful dry period and
trangtioninto early lactation. Failure
during thisperiod|eadsto anincreased
incidence of disease and death | oss.

Inaddition, transition disease
problemsresult intangibleand
intangible consequences. Themost
obvioustangible consequenceis

wdoefo-ode

financid loss. Intangible
consequencesincludededingwith
the stressand frustration associated
with higher morbidity and mortality.
Prevention of disease problems
during TheVita 90 Dayshasthe
obvioustangible economic benefits
but dsointangiblebenefitsof improved
confidenceand peace of mind.

Conclusion: Most metabolic and
infectiousdiseasesoccurring during
early lactation aredirectly or
indirectly attributableto events
during TheVital 90 Days. Manage-
ment decisonsduring thisperiod are
key driversfor acow’shedlth, well
being, and successin the subsequent
lactation. Focusingon TheVita 90
Dayscanleadto ahigher likelihood
for greater profitability andlong-term
successinyour dairy operation.

Talk to your White Oak Dairy
Specidist to devel op specific
strategiesfor your cowsinthis
important period. Also, Dr. Brian
Reed will discuss TheVita 90 Days
at White Oak’sMarch 6 Lebanon
County Dairy Mesting. i

Thisarticle waswritten with excerptsfroman
Elanco presentation shared at arecent dairy
nutrition conferencetitled “ The \ital 90™
Days and Why It's Important to a Successful
Lactation.” Ask your White Oak Dairy
Secialist for more information. Vital 90™ is
atrademark of Eli Lilly & Company
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